
BOWS, BONES
&  R E V I VA L



Elisha, the miracle-man



Joash, the king who did 
evil in the eyes of the Lord



2 Kings 13:14a

Elisha had become sick with the 
illness of which he would die.



2 Kings 13:14b

Then Joash the king of Israel came 
down to him, and wept over his 
face, and said, “O my father, my 
father, the chariots of Israel and 
their horsemen!”





The presence of Elisha, 
to Joash and Israel, 
symbolized the 
presence of the Lord.



2 Kings 13:15

And Elisha said to him, “Take a bow 
and some arrows.” So he took 
himself a bow and some arrows.



2 Kings 13:16

Then he said to the king of Israel, 
“Put your hand on the bow.” So he 
put his hand on it, and Elisha put his 
hands on the king’s hands.



2 Kings 13:17a

And he said, “Open the east 
window”; and he opened it. Then 
Elisha said, “Shoot”; and he shot.



2 Kings 13:17b

And he said, “The arrow of 
the LORD’s deliverance and the 
arrow of deliverance from Syria; for 
you must strike the Syrians 
at Aphek till you have 
destroyed them.”



Elisha, under divine 
inspiration, foretold the 
coming victory of Israel 
over the forces of 
Damascus, east of the 
Jordan.



2 Kings 13:18

Then he said, “Take the arrows”; so 
he took them. And he said to the 
king of Israel, “Strike the ground”; 
so he struck three times, and 
stopped.



2 Kings 13:19

And the man of God was angry 
with him, and said, “You should 
have struck five or six times; then 
you would have struck Syria till you 
had destroyed it! But now you will 
strike Syria only three times.”



Joash is tested by 
symbolic efforts



The lesson for Joash
is a lesson for all.



2 Kings 13:20

Then Elisha died, and they buried 
him…



Elisha was not privileged to ride the 
fiery chariot to heaven.  It was his lot 
to suffer a lingering sickness and 
finally death.



Romans 8:28

And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose.



Satan must be given 
enough rope to hang 
himself



John the Baptist



Paul’s thorn in 
the flesh



The apostles died 
unnatural deaths



Jesus on the cross



2 Kings 13:20

Then Elisha died, and they buried 
him. And the raiding bands from 
Moab invaded the land in the 
spring of the year.



2 Kings 13:21a

So it was, as they were burying a 
man, that suddenly they spied a 
band of raiders; and they put the 
man in the tomb of Elisha; 



2 Kings 13:21b

and when the man was let down 
and touched the bones of Elisha, 
he revived and stood on his feet.





WHAT DOES IT  NOT MEAN?



I T  DOES NOT MEAN 
EL ISHA’S BONES ARE 

MAGIC



I T  DOES NOT MEAN WE 
SHOULD GIVE WORSHIP 

TO REL ICS



OBSESSED WITH THE DEAD



WHAT DOES I T  MEAN?



WHERE IS  GOD?



Where are the 
miracles of the past?



God is  s t i l l  ready to 
work miracles today.



A story of  l i fe,  not death.



2 Kings 13:23, 25

The Lord had was gracious to 
them…Three times Joash defeated 
him and recaptured the cities of 
Israel.



Take My 
Life and 
Let it Be

Hymn # 330

CLOSING SONG
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